
SCHULSON 
AUTOGRAPHS

SALE CATALOG JANUARY 2015 

—
Since our days on 68th St. & Madison Ave., we’ve held a January sale.  

For our 2015 Sale, we’re offering the 19 items in this catalog and  
all of the items under $1000 on our website are 25% off.

Sale prices are net to all. Original prices are in brackets, sale prices follow.



Schulson Autographs

Claudia Strauss Schulson
po box 54, Millburn, NJ 07041 
(973) 379-3800 
info@schulsonautographs.com 

Guarantee

All material is guaranteed genuine, and this guarantee to refund  
the full purchase price is offered without time limit. Any item  
which is unsatisfactory for any other reason must be returned  
within three (3) business days after receipt. Exceptions must be  
made when placing an order.

Terms

Net upon receipt of invoice for those who have  
established credit with us unless other arrangements  
are made at time of order.

 •  New customers who have not established credit with  
us should supply satisfactory trade references.

 •  Most orders are shipped via registered or insured mail and  
that, or any other postage, is additional on all orders.

•   Checks payable to: Schulson Autographs.  
We accept Visa, MasterCard and American Express.

•  Libraries may receive deferred billing upon request.

On the Web 

Our website is updated regularly with new material.
Please visit us at schulsonautographs.com

Let us know by email if you prefer to receive our  
catalogs as a pdf instead of the printed version.  
Email us at: info@schulsonautographs.com

Catalog Design 

André Mora & Goretti Kaomora
Typefaces: Scout and Benton Modern

Abbreviations

A.L.S.
Autograph Letter Signed  

[written and signed by the person described].

L.S. [T.L.S.]
Letter Signed  

[signed by the person described, but the  
text or body written by another or typewritten]

D.S.
Document Signed

A.Q.S.
Autograph Quotation Signed

A.N.S.
Autograph Note Signed

Measurements

Vertical measurement given first.

4to
Quarto [approximately 11x8B/c inches]

8vo
Octavo [approximately 8x5 inches]

vn.d.
No date

n.p.
No place

n.y.
No year



SCHULSON AUTOGRAPHS WILL BE EXHIBITING AT 

The Art, Design & Antiques Show
Wallace Hall

980 Park Ave at 84th Street
New York City

Jan. 23, Friday 11-7
Jan. 24, Saturday 11-6
Jan. 25, Sunday 11-5

Booth 32



GYROWETZ, ADALBERT
Item ID: 462 – page 7



AVEDON, RICHARD BLIXEN, KAREN DINESEN, ISAK

“HOW DOES IT FEEL TO BE A PHOTOGRAPHER?  
I’VE ALWAYS WANTED TO KNOW....” 

(1923-2004). American fashion and portrait photographer renown for his sense of beauty and  
style which influenced American culture.

Typed Letter Signed on personalized address stationery, 4to, New York,  
Dec. 3, 1969.

Avedon writes to art critic, author and fellow photographer, John Gruen. “Terrific, terrific 
strong and deceivingly simple piece on Beckett. How does it feel to be a photographer? I’ve 
always wanted to know....” Signed in blue grease pencil, “Dick.” Avedon refers to Gruen’s 
article on Samuel Beckett for “Vogue” magazine, “Samuel Beckett Talks About Beckett,” 
(December 1969). Written on onion skin stationery, bends at corners and some chipping on 
right margin, browning along lower and right margins.

Item ID: 4018 [$1,900.00] $1350

(1885-1962). [Pseudonym of Karen Blixen-Finecke] Danish writer, who incorporated supernatural 
elements and erotic undertones with an aristocratic view of life. Best known for her Out of Africa.

Typed Letter Signed, in Danish, 2 separate pages folio, Rungstedlund, 
September 24, 1953.

A late letter to the editor Schelde-Møller, discussing the politics of the animal rights 
movement. “I am not sure that my speech will be good for the animals. The friend of the 
animals is for the supporters of the vivisection is a fresh thought.” Blixen then expresses 
concern about how the opponents will try and gather interest by focusing on the split of the 
organization “and I could do more harm than good . All test animals of higher species have 
my deepest compassion and I do not differ between dogs and cats. My whole action is built 
upon the pronouncements of Prof. Okkel. I lost confidence in the discussion because it has 
become virtually impossible to communicate with the scientist . I would not accept that 
only dogs would be accepted by vivisection. I saw in this gesture, a beginning.” She gives 
her views. “I myself am of the opinion that the community of animal friends is more 
important than these differences. I wrote this to you so you could, in case, that I withdraw 
it not to think that I have betrayed our common goal, but to support it.” Nicely signed, 
“Karen Blixen Finecke.”

Item ID: 575 [$1,750.00] $1250



BURROUGHS, WILLIAMBOHR, NEILS

“NEUROMANCER IS BEING MADE INTO A FILM.  
I JUST READ A SCREEN PLAY”

(1914-97). American writer and painter, best known for his novels, “Junkie” (1953) and  
“Naked Lunch,” (1959), part of the Beat Generation.

Typed Letter Signed with handwritten corrections and post script, 2 separate 
4to pages, Lawrence, Kansas, February 21, 1987.

Written from his Kansas home, Burroughs begins with a reference to the 1984 science 
fiction, “cyberpunk” novel, “Neuromancer,” by William Gibson “Neuromancer is being 
made into a film. I just read a screen play with which, howver [sic] the producers are not 
satisfied...I have read none of Gibson’s work except Neuromancer. As for the Microcosom 
book, I will find the writer and title. There was a summary of his theory in the New York 
Times Magasine [sic] some time back...He (his name escapes me) calls his theoty [sic] 
GAIA, who is the Greek Earth Goddess. Gaia is a regulatory influence that keeps the whole 
planet on the road...I am still looking for the Wiklein book..Sure, I will send along a copy of 
The Adding Machine...had to work round the clcok [sic] finishing my latest novel The 
Western Lands to get the advance..I see planet earth as a penal colony. the [sic] human 
body is an escape proof prison...one in million can conceive of of[sic] escape. Danger is a 
rare commodity these days. I have received threatening phone calls. Gives me an excuse to 
carry a gun which is fun. Gets the adrenilin [sic] going...’men need play and danger. 
civilization gives them workadn [sic] asfty [sic]///Nietche...The frontier is gone...I 
recommend Power on Earth Michele Sindona’s Explosive story ghosted by Nick Tosches...
Fascinating inside info on exactly how dirty money is laundered..(Dirty money is mostly 
drug money...Billions....” In his own hand he adds, “trillions.” He signs, “William Burroughs,” 
and writes in his hand, “An old char lady said to me once in London, ‘Mr. Burroughs, I think 
we’re all in Hell.” Very Good.

Burroughs has remained an icon of counterculture and one of the most important 20th 
century literary figures. “Neuromancer” launched the term “cyberspace.” There have been 
several attempts to turn this novel into a film. Burroughs refers to his own collection of 
essays, “The Adding Machine,” published in the US in 1986. His novel, “The Western 
Lands,” was published in 1987, and has been regarded as his best literary work since 
“Naked Lunch.” He also makes reference to “Power on Earth,” published in 1986, which tells 
the story of Michele Sindona, Mafia linked financial expert who was convicted of fraud, 
misappropriation of bank funds, perjury in the U.S. and murder in Italy. Burroughs loosely 
quotes Friedrich Nietzsche but leaves his misspelled name uncorrected. This substantive 
letter contains many holograph corrections to change typed errors in addition to his  
post script.

Item ID: 2477 [$2,575.00] $1975

(1885-1962). Danish Nobel Prize winner in Physics in 1922. He is the main contributor to the 
understanding of the structure of the atom as well as to the development of quantum mechanics.

Typed Document Signed, in Danish, 4to, n.p., Winter 1936-37.

This document is a Danish Masters degree examination for qualifying for a teaching 
position in a secondary school in the math or science faculty. “Practical paper in Physics for 
stud. mag...Interferometric absorptions of the Cobolt-Curve-Spectre in the ultraviolet area 
are wanted procured in order to examine the hyperfinestructures of the lines and if 
possible relate these to those thermo-fissions that are known from the analysis of the 
visible area. The paper has been posed 1st October 1936. the answer is t obe handed in 29th 
October 1936 at the latest. Bohr signs as the second signature after the October 1 date, 
“Niels Bohr.” Slight center fold tear below the text. Docketing in another hand on verso on 
bottom section. Very Good.

Item ID: 2197 [$2,250.00] $1750



GYROWETZ, ADALBERT HEPBURN, KATHARINE

“I AM SURE THAT M.G.M. COULD HELP YOU OUT”

(1907-2003). American actress. An iconic star of American film, television and stage, widely 
recognized for her sharp wit, New England gentility and fierce independence.

Autograph Letter Signed, 3 adjoining pages 8vo, n.p. (but postmarked Hartford, 
Connecticut), February 17, 1944.

Hepburn declines to grant an interview to Charlotte Buchwald. “Dear Miss Buchwald - I 
am sorry that I shall not be able to see you as I shall be in California by the time you receive 
this note - In any event I am sure that M.G.M. could help you out with anything you needed 
- After the Life article & the Saturday Evening Post one - there is little left to be said unless 
I eventually did one myself - in the more distant futur [sic] - I am sorry that I cannot be of 
any real help to you - but I just couldn’t face going over a lot of material again - and I have 
not got the time - Yours faithfully Katharine Hepburn.” With holograph envelope.

Item ID: 418  [$1,450.00] $900

(1763-1850). Bohemian composer and friend of Haydn and Beethhoven.

Fine Autograph Music Quotation Signed of 22 bars on two staves, oblong 4to, 
n.p., November 24, 1845.

The quotation is noted in 2/4 time in C major with treble and bass clefs but may be a trio (of 
which Gyrowetz composed many) rather than a piano work, and appears to be complete in 
itself. Signed, in the lower right, “Adal Gyrowetz.” Gyrowetz was a prolific composer in 
many forms, adhering to a traditional style. He was a friend of both Mozart and Haydn, and 
a pallbearer at Beethoven’s funeral. His music is still performed and recorded. As a 
composer, conductor and teacher he played an important role in Viennese musical society 
into the 1820’s and was honored to have been one of the pallbearers at the funeral of his 
friend and close contemporary, Ludwig van Beethoven. He retired in 1831, but lived on until 
1850. He remarked shortly before his death in an article published in the Ostdeutsche Post 
that he was, “only a talented man who can be happy if he conquers the present; only a 
genius lives beyond the grave.” There is an ink inscription in another hand at the top of the 
page, giving the date of Gyrowetz’s death as August 1849. A rare and interesting autograph. 
Very Good.

Item ID: 462 [$1,100.00] $650



JACKSON, ANDREWHOFMANN, ALBERT

(1767–1845). The seventh President of the United States (1829–1837).

Presidential Document Signed, on vellum, folio, Washington,  
September 24, 1831.

This visually appealing document is a ship’s passport with dual engraved maritime 
vignettes below the scalloped top margin and near mint seal of the United States affixed at 
lower left corner. The document allowed passage of the ship “Ruth Mary” out of 
Philadelphia. Jackson’s full signature reaches almost six inches, “Andrew Jackson.” Also 
signed in full by his Secretary of State, Edward Livingstone. Two small chips on left edge, 
otherwise fine.

Ships’ passports were used for US vessels sailing in the Mediterranean. The passports 
resulted from an agreement in 1795 to allow the passage of ships in return for payments to 
the Barbary “pirates.” Now known as Barbary pirates, these were states of the Barbary 
Coast of North Africa (Tripoli, Algiers, Morocco, Tunis) controlled by sultans exacting 
annual tribute in exchange for safe passage. Ship’s cargo, crew and the ship itself could be 
taken for ransom or enslavement without passports as proof of payment. America was one 
of the countries who agreed to pay for safe passage. The scalloped edge of the passport 
shows that the top portion had been cut and sent ahead to be matched when the ship 
arrived. These passes identified ships which had safe passage.

Item ID: 2570 [$3,750] $3300

(1906-2008). Swiss scientist and physician, best known for synthesizing Lysergic acid 
diethylamide (LSD). Hofmann authored more than 100 scientific articles and has written a number 
of books, including “LSD: My Problem Child.”

Original Drawing Signed and inscribed in German, below a printed color 
photograph on photographic paper, 4to, Dec. 2005.

Hofmann drew and captioned the molecule for LSD, naming its components. He inscribed 
and signed, “Albert Hofmann Dez. 05.”

Hofmann called LSD “medicine for the soul” and was frustrated by the worldwide 
prohibition that pushed it underground. “It was used very successfully for 10 years in 
psychoanalysis,” he said, adding that the drug was hijacked by the youth movement of the 
1960s and then unfairly demonized by the establishment that the movement opposed.

Item ID: 4073 [$1,400.00] $1100



LAWRENCE, D.H. (DAVID HERBERT)JENNER, EDWARD

“I SEND YOU THE MANUSCRIPT OF ANOTHER STORY – THE MIRACLE,  
WHICH IS BEAUTIFUL AND ENDS HAPPILY....”

(1885-1930). English novelist. His novels challenged concepts of sexuality in human conduct.  
Best remembered for his novels including “Sons and Lovers,” “The Rainbow,” and “Lady  
Chatterley’s Lover.”

Autograph Letter Signed, in pencil, 2 separate pages, on fragile paper; with a 
now brittle photo attached to end page, Zennor, St. Ives, Cornwall, Friday, no 
date [January 12, 1917].

To J.B. Pinker, Lawrence’s agent, referring to sending Pinker a manuscript of ‘The Miracle’; 
talking about his book, “Women in Love” not being a novel any of the publishers wanted to 
publish; his issues with publishers paying him properly; and his desire to visit America 
where he felt he would be well received. Lawrence begins by informing Pinker that, “I send 
you the manuscript of another story – The Miracle, which is beautiful and ends happily, so 
the swine of people ought to be very thankful....” He refers here to the story The Horse 
Dealer’s Daughter (published in English Review, xxxiv, April 1922) which was originally 
called The Miracle. He refers to his novel Women in Love, expressing doubt that any 
publisher would publish it and expresses joy that “there is no more Methuen [referring to 
the publishing house].” He calls his novel a “chef-d’oeuvre,” but suggests that no one “will be 
dying to publish it.” He also refers to poems that he had sent Pinker and suggests that he 
would be “rather glad if nobody wants... then I shall put them in the fire.” He further 
mentions publishers talking about Duckworth and Mitchell Kennerley who Lawrence says 
swindled him. Mitchell Kennerley (1878–1950) became Lawrence’s American publisher with 
the publication of “The Trespasser” in May 1912 ; he published “The Widowing of Mrs 
Holroyd” in 1914. Lawrence He ends by speaking of lack of funds (partly due to Kennerley 
not paying him properly) and saying, “I am determined that I will have some money before 
long. I am sick of poking about in a corner, up to the neck in poverty... I think America is my 
untilled field.” Signed, “D.H. Lawrence.” Published in The Letters of D.H. Lawrence: 
October 1916 – June 1921, #1354, where it is dated as 12 January 1918 [Text TMSC, NWU; 
Huxley 380].

Lawrence moved to Zennor in March of 1916. In “The Major Short Stories of D.H. 
Lawrence: A Handbook,” by Kearney, page 147, “The Miracle” is discussed. “He at last sent 
the completed short story to his agent J.B. Pinker on January 12, 1917. The tone of the 
accompanying letter was dark.” Kearney also quotes a letter of November 13 to Pinker 
stating that “The Miracle is ‘on hand,’ to be finished as soon as he sent off the novel Women 
in Love. In The Letters of D.H. Lawrence: October 1916 – June 1921, #1354, a footnote states 
that the story was “eventually re-titled The Horse Dealer’s Daughter (see Tedlock, 
Lawrence MSS 93) and published in English Review....”

Item ID: 4053 [$6,250.00] $5500

(1749-1823). English scientist and physician who pioneered the development of vaccination by 
developing smallpox vaccine.

Autograph Manuscript Signed, 8vo, n.p., ca. 1822.

Original fair copy of his poem titled “40 Signs of Rain,” that he has written in full holograph. 
Above the title he writes, “Original Poem by Dr. Jenner.” Apparently each time he wrote out 
this poem it was slightly different. The poem is also known as “The Signs of Rain.” We have 
included two published copies that appear to have numerous changes and deletions from 
the original that is being offered.

Jenner was a keenly observant naturalist and also fond of expressing himself in songs, or 
poems. In the poem offered here, as well as his other poems, he presented his detailed 
observations of his surrounding environment in verse form almost as a means of 
conversation. In a letter to his friend, Edward Gardner, Jenner remarks on his poetry 
writing. “I wish I could give up, or, at least, suspend the little acquaintance I have made 
with the Muses. Every time I begin a bagatelle, I almost swear it shall be the last....” (http://
www.archive.org/stream/lifeofedwardjenn01barouoft/lifeofedwardjenn01barouoft_djvu.txt) 
Poem variations include the secondary title, “Forty Reasons for Not Accepting an 
Invitation of a Friend to Make an Excursion with Him.” According to the “Friend’s 
Intelligencer” Jenner wrote this poem as a form of declining an invitation to go for a 
“country excursion one month in June on account of doubtful weather.” This poem and 
“Address to a Robin” are Jenner’s best known poetic works. In the year prior to Jenner 
having penned this copy of “40 Signs of Rain,” he had been appointed as Physician 
Extraordinary to King George IV in 1821, and in 1823, he presented his “Observations on the 
Migration of Birds” to the Royal Society.

Item ID: 376  [$12,750.00] $9500



ROBINSON, BILL “BOJANGLES”LEIGH, VIVIEN

“IT LOOKS AS IF WE WILL HAVE THE WORLD’S SERIES RIGHT HERE”

(1878-1949). American tap dancer and actor. He is perhaps bet remembered for his dancing in 
films with Shirley Temple.

Autograph Letter Signed, with original unsigned 12mo photograph, 4to,  
New York, Aug. 28, 1942.

He thanks his correspondent for the photo. “I shall keep it for my private album - Well it 
looks as if we will have the World’s Series right here again. Do hope I can be near enough to 
see one or two games....” He signs, “’Copesetically’ Bill Robinson.” Framed with the 
referenced photo showing Robinson in a baseball team’s dugout. Also with printed 
personalized envelope. Scarce and fine.

Robinson was a baseball fan, co-founder of the New York Black Yankees ball team in 1936 
which belonged to the Negro National League. It wasn’t until 1948, that Major League 
Baseball was desegregated. The dugout shown in the photo may be that of the Black 
Yankees.

Item ID: 2213 [$2,150.00] $1850

“I WISH I COULD NOT FIND MYSELF INSUFFICIENTLY  
INTERESTED IN THE CHARACTERS.”

(1913-67). Indian born British actress, winner of two Academy awards for Gone With the Wind 
(1939) and A Streetcar Named Desire (1951).

Autograph Letter Signed to author and director, Garson Kanin Postmarked  
May 7, 1965, 5 separate pages with holograph envelope postmarked 
Manchester, May 7, 1965.

Leigh and Kanin were good friends, and she had hoped to act in one of his plays as this 
letter indicates. “My Dearest Garson, You know without my telling you how dearly I would 
love to work with you & I was just praying that this play would be the one – But dear friend 
please forgive me when I say I wish I could not find myself insufficiently interested in the 
characters. Cynthia herself seems so totally without heart – without enough wit or fun by 
way of compensation – oh dear – I am so miserable at having to write this I believe which is 
useless to be anything but honest about it isn’t it? As you well know after the kind of 
wretchedness we have just been through with this play – this judgement is not always the 
clearest & I just hope I am wrong & that you will find someone & have a glorious success 
with it – I am endlessly grateful anyway darling that you should have thought of me. We 
finish here next week – I shall be back in London 16th – Please please write, Garson ,& tell 
me you forgive me for what has been a heartbreaking decision to make- All my dearest 
deepest love from both – Vivien .” Leigh likely refers to the play, “La Contessa,” previewed 
to poor reception in Newcastle and Liverpool in April and Manchester in May 1965, when 
she wrote this letter.

Also In 1965, her final film, “Ship of Fools” was released, and two years later, she died of 
tuberculosis which had plagued her much of her adult life. Vivien Leigh is considered one of 
the greatest actresses of stage and screen.

Item ID: 4027 ($2,150.00) $1550



SCHLIEMANN, HEINRICHSABIN, ALBERT

SHOULD THE GUARDIAN PUBLISH F. CALVERT’S ANSWERS TO MY ARTICLE

(1822-90). German businessman and archaeologist, often considered the modern discoverer  
of ancient Greece.

Autograph Letter Signed, in English, 8vo, Naples, December 3, 1875.

Schliemann asks his publisher, John Murray, “to forward of the 3 copies, which still stand 
to my credit, one to Professor W. Hielbig, Secretary of the Istituto techeologico in the 
Capitol of Rome, and the other two copies to me…Should the Guardian publish F. Calvert’s 
answers to my article, pray send me a copy of it….” He signs, “H. Schliemann.”

He refers to Frank Calvert (1828-1908), British consular and amateur archeologist who 
began exploratory excavations at what would become recognized as the site of Ancient 
Troy seven years before Schliemann began his excavations. Good historical association. 
The letter, on blue graph paper, is accompanied with a printed photo of Schliemann 
wearing a fur trimmed coat and top hat.

Item ID: 1924 ($3,500.00) $2500

“HUMAN BEINGS HAVE BEEN TRYING TO BRING THEIR  
‘GOD’-GIVEN ANIMAL BEHAVIOR UNDER CONTROL”

(1906-93). Russian born, American medical researcher who is best known for having developed the 
widely successful oral vaccine for polio. 

Autograph Manuscript Signed, in pencil, titled, “Science and the Future 
Direction of Humanity,” 12 lined 4to pages, George Washington University, 
February 12, 1986. 

This address was presented as part of a panel on “Science, Technology, and the 
Humanities” at a symposium commemorating the 20th anniversary of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. Several of the pages bear emendations and additions, 
including a typed slip affixed to one page. “During my entire lifetime I never asked myself if 
there was any purpose to my existence. The only thing that was certain was that like all 
other living beings, my destiny sooner or later was death—complete and final, back to the 
elements…Human beings have been trying to bring their ‘God’-given animal behavior 
under control, and to create their own ‘Garden of Eden’ or paradise right here on earth—a 
paradise in which bliss is not based on ignorance but on knowledge of the laws of nature, 
which to me in the present era represent the only conceivable ‘will of God.’ If I ever needed 
a purpose for living out the limited life span of my species, that was it…Historically the role 
of scientific research has been to provide us with ever-increasing understanding of the 
mysteries of the universe, of which the planet we inhabit is almost like a speck of dust 
floating on the ocean, of the miracle of life, and of that most complex and sophisticated 
example of the infinite variety of living beings that is a human being…. As more and more 
scientific advances were being translated into technologies that provided a better life for 
increasing numbers of people, society came to realize that science was an important 
humanist enterprise not only for its cultural contribution to a more intelligent 
understanding of homo sapiens and his world but also for its discovery of the knowledge 
needed to create a way of life in which back-breaking toil for mere subsistence and 
unbearable misery and pain resulting from poverty and disease need no longer be the 
inevitable lot of the vast majority of human beings who are still finding solace in their belief 
that a better, happier existence awaits them in heaven….” Signed on the first page with his 
printed signature, “Albert B. Sabin, M.D.”

The United States Public Health Service endorsed his “live” virus vaccine for polio in 
1961. His product, prepared with cultures of attenuated polio viruses, could be taken orally, 
and prevented the actual contraction of the disease. It was this vaccine which effectively 
eliminated polio from the United States. A superb and important manuscript.

Item ID: 1374 [$3,250.00] $2900



SCHOENBERG, ARNOLD

orchestra scores can be acquired or borrowed in photocopy format of my handwritten 
original. I have one set of orchestra material of the Cello Concerto, and the Kolisches have 
one of the String Quartet Concerto. Well, I think I have touched on all the important issues 
and I hope to hear soon what your thoughts are. Best wishes from my wife, too.” Signed, 
“Arnold Schoenberg.”

In 1933, shortly before his 60th birthday, Arnold Schoenberg was forced to flee his native 
Europe due to the increasing Nazi terror. He came to America, where he taught briefly at 
Boston’s Malkin Conservatory before moving to Los Angeles for reasons of health in 
October 1934. This important letter discusses almost all issues related to his music with 
Schirmer, his American publisher. Letters of this quality by Schoenberg are rare.

Item ID: 1378 [$5,000.00] $3800

(1874-1951). Austrian and later American composer, associated with the expressionist  
movement in German poetry and art, and leader of the Second Viennese School.

Typed Letter Signed, in German, two 4to pages, Chautauqua, N.Y.,  
August 20, 1934

He writes to Carl Engel, of Schirmer’s and Co., music publisher. “I think you may have 
overlooked a small difference between travel expenses for lectures and those for meetings 
of music teachers…I unfortunately, will be making less money...Next, the question of a 
possible contract for some of my works. Let me mention first that I,,,have in mind a 
contract for royalties (but would also consider an outright sale, which you apparently are 
not considering). As a rule I have received 15% of the retail price of sheet music, 50% of 
orchestra material and performance fees. I have always retained the right to set the rate 
for mechanized copying, and those fees were shared 50:50. Any unpredictable future rights 
also have stayed with me. As I signed the contract for a composition, I got an advance 
toward future sales revenue that has recently been based on the first 1,000 to 2,000 copies. 
Orchestral works have been figured on the basis of the first 50 to 100 performances. Let me 
add right away that these days it is less important to me to walk off with a large sum of cash 
in my hand than to be able to do as follows: In order to recuperate and to finish some 
things, I want to spend the coming winter in a warm place and accept students and 
concerts, etc. only sporadically, and, in a word, when ideal. To do this I need at least $300 a 
month, and that is what I would like to have as my advance from you. I could offer you for 
now these two concerti: Concerto for cello and small orchestra, based on a concerto for 
harpsichord by Matth. Monn (ca.1740), a ‘recompositon’ and the Concerto for (solo) string 
quartet with orchestra, based on a Handel Concerto Grosso, an adaptation (i.e. the pieces 
are completely tonal and rarely and only slightly go beyond Brahms’ harmonics). But I 
made free use of the thematic material in some of the weaker movements and in bad places 
and reconstructed such movements sometimes entirely so that the whole can to some 
degree be considered an original work. Both pieces are extraordinarily brilliant and 
striking, as Casals confirmed, and Kolisch, who is studying it now, writes, “everything is so 
well arranged that except for the octave places it isn’t all that hard.” The only other thing I 
have ready is a small songbook, but as you know, my opera Moses and Aaron is nearing 
completion and a theoretical work is also in the making. But a few of my earlier works could 
also be considered for re-publication in America (it is precisely those that sell or will soon 
be sellers) for which the publisher has not arranged a copyright. We may want to check 
back with the UE, but it barely deserves such consideration. For these new editions I plan 
extensive revisions, exclusively of a practical nature, which will make them more 
performable, both in terms of difficulty and cost. As far as the concerti are concerned, I 
have written a piano score of the Cello Concerto that is also suitable for performance 
without orchestra and plan to do likewise for the String Quartet Concerto. In punto 
production costs I want to point out that not being a novice, I do not have the ambition to 
see ‘myself in print.’ I believe that at most the piano scores have to be printed, whereas the 



SEUSS, DR. THEODOR GEISEL TCHELITCHEW, PAVEL

“I SEE IN MY WORK CERTAIN SIGNS OF AN ORDER FRANKLY  
UNKNOWN TO ME UNTIL RECENTLY”

(1898-1957). Russian born artist, moved to Berlin 1920, then to Paris where he became part of the 
cultural circle around Gertrude Stein, then to New York. He worked in the Constructivist and Futurist 
styles and designed ballet sets for Diaghilev and Balanchine. 

Substantial and scarce Autograph Letter Signed, to his biographer James Thrall 
Soby, 4pp on two 4to sheets, New York, Nov. 6, 1947.

He writes about the importance of his friendship with his correspondent, James Thrall 
Soby, (1906-1979) author, critic, collector and patron of the arts, particularly modern Art. 
Soby wrote a biography of Tchelitchew in 1942. Tchelitchew refers to Nellie, Soby’s wife 
Eleanor (“Nellie”) Howland, whom he married in February 1938. He begins with an effusive 
reference to a visit from Soby to see him and his partner, “Charlie,” Charles Henri Ford 
(1913- 2002) writer filmmaker, photographer, and collage artist best known as editor of the 
Surrealist magazine “View,” (1940-1947). Tchelitchew continues noting that he is aware that 
Soby loves Tchelitchew’s painting. “I have so much to tell you on account of the long 
intervals of time when we have no chance of seing [sic] each other...you have no chance to 
tell me what yourself you wanted to know from me...you’ll here shut me up and get what 
you wanted to know. I think it would be much farer [sic] if you make an [sic] questionary 
[sic] of all the things you’ll like me to answer, and I will answer to you. If the answers are...
confusing on account of my english [sic] and my metaforic [sic] way of thinking - then we’ll 
see each other and discuss the answers one by one...I can help you in that with pleasure 
answering your questionary [sic] and analysing myself... about the biography was that I 
was upset by it. When Lincoln’s book on me arrived ...I was struck with incoherences which 
certainly have arrived on account of me talking too much in elaboret [sic] way. I think a 
biography is very important...it has sort of a tree pattern as the inner man too. So as every 
tree has his special particularity of development based on directions and circumstances, on 
drought and rains - sun and moon - so have we to. Therefore an [sic] not accurate 
biography will not only make confusion but will ...in error, as far as the analysis of one given 
man’s work...that was of primal importance to me because the facts of my life and carrere 
[sic] are known far better to me than to others and I do not believe that in exagarating [sic] 
or inventing on’s [sic] biography as many of my friends do they are giving anything but 
confusion...Naturally the biography is very simple structure...Now to judge an [sic] living 
artist work not as important because most of judgements [sic] are based on opinions and 
opinions often are erroneous. The onely [sic] true way to say anything of a contemporary 
living artists to analyse him in itself - no one gains anything in comparison as if I would look 
in a hidden mirror...I see in my work certain signs of an order frankly unknown to me until 
recently...So my dear Jim - please ask me anything you like to know...the work which 
remains becomes another kind of body, a concentrated one..after all we are the roots that 
grow our flowers which grow and bloom....” He signs, “Pavel.” With holograph envelope 

“THE LORAX...(MY FORTHCOMING BOOK FOR KIDS  
ABOUT ECOLOGICAL PROBLEMS)...”

(1904-91). American author and illustrator of children’s books known for his whimsy, playful use of 
language, and outlandish illustrations.

Autograph Letter Signed, on his personalized “Dr. Seuss,” blue stationery, 4to, 
address printed as “The Tower, La Jolla, California,” n.d. ca 1970-71.

Geisel writes in his print style handwriting referring to a “N.Y. Times” story about the 
Lyndon Johnson party. “To explain my mystifying presence at this shindig, I’m enclosing a 
copy of The Lorax...(my forthcoming book for kids about Ecological Problems)...the original 
drawings of which now reside at his request in his library. I’m now engaged in expanding it 
into a T. V. Special for C.B.S. for adult audience as well as kids....” He signs, “Ted.” The book 
is not included. The animated musical based on Geisel’s “The Lorax” aired on CBS on Feb. 
14, 1972. The story formed the basis for the 2012 film, “Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax,” described as a 
“computer-animated 3D musical fantasy comedy film.”

According to “The Man Who Was Dr. Seuss: The Life and Work of Theodor Geisel,” by 
Thomas Fensch, Ladybird Johnson’s secretary had met Geisel who described this 
forthcoming “The Lorax.” She suggested because of the environmental nature of the book, 
that it could help Ladybird Johnson’s campaign in cleaning up the environment and would 
he consider contributing the manuscript to the Lyndon Johnson Presidential Library in 
Austin. Geisel then called President Johnson offering to donate both manuscript and 
artwork for “The Lorax.” His offer was accepted.
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TOOROP, JANTCHELITCHEW, PAVEL

 “I HAVE JUST DRAWN A ‘SPICY’ CHRIST IN COLORS.”

(1858-1928). Dutch painter, born in Java who painted in a variety of contemporary styles  
including Art Nouveau.

Important Autograph Letter Signed, in Dutch, 3 pp on lined 8vo stationery, 
October 27, 1924.

He writes to Mr. Schellens. “Life is so busy now with all kinds of things to bother, advice 
and visitors, one wished to live on an uninhabited island with a lovely climate....making art 
for the glory of God alone...With my painful leg I’m teased all the days by people with their 
troubles...God wants it and my works get more and more deepened, and I am very busy just 
for Him...All those reproductions and photos are nothing compared to the original drawing. 
Such a work cannot be reproduced properly, unless such a reproduction was made in 
Berlin before the war...The Dutch reproductions these days are rubbish. This summer 
(August) I have made 3 nice drawings...Willem Dreesman from Amsterdam has...many of 
my works...my great ‘Pilgrim,’ and he bought the other day at Kleykamp that large [one] 
with green grapes...I have just drawn a ‘spicy’ Christ in colors...and now Dreesman gets it. 
Everybody loves it. I have had it photographed, but such a cold photo is nothing compared 
to the drawing in colors...You should see it before it goes on tour...I would like to draw your 
children...You ask me how much time it takes. I have to have the child pose for me at least 4 
or 5 times...each sitting lasts 1 1/2 to 2 hours....” He signs, “Jan Toorop.”

Toorop drew Schellen’s daughter the year following this letter, in 1925. The crayon on 
paper drawing in is titled, “Mies Schellens,” and is perhaps one of his most recognized 
works. 1882 to 1886 he lived in Brussels, where he joined Les XX (Les Vingts), a group of 
artists centered around James Ensor.

Item ID: 2422 ($4,700.00) $4100.

addressed to Soby and signed again on verso in the return address, “Tchelitchew.”
The reference to Lincoln is likely to his friend, Lincoln Kirstein (1907–96), writer, New 

York cultural figure and best known as founder of the New York City Ballet with 
Balanchine. Tchelitchew also painted Kirstein’s portrait. Tchelitchew’s most significant 
work is considered to be “Hide and Seek”, painted in 1940–42 the year of Soby’s biography. 
The content of this letter suggests that Tchelitchew wanted to correct Soby’s biographical 
portrait of him.
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WASHINGTON, DINAH

(1924-1963). American blues, R&B and jazz singer. Because of her strong voice and emotional 
singing, she is known as the Queen of the Blues. Despite dying of a drug overdose in 1963, 
Washington became one of the most influential vocalists of the twentieth century.

Rare Photograph Signed, 4to, n.p., ca. 1960.

Washington is seen half length, wearing her classic white fur cape. and small crown. A 
poignant magnificent image, Signed across the white cape, boldly, “To...Best Wishes Dinah 
Washington”.

About six months after her marriage to football player Dick “Night Train” Lane, she died 
from an accidental overdose of prescription sleeping medication ingested on an empty 
stomach. Washington, who was just 5’2” tall and had fought a weight problem all her life, 
was dieting to lose weight before a New Year’s Eve party. The classic rare portrait.
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